
Surface Design Association
Annual Report, 2017
Innovation in Fiber, Art and Design

Mission
Since 1977, Surface Design Association’s 
mission is to promote awareness and 
appreciation of textile-inspired art and 
design through member-supported 
benefits including publications, 
exhibitions, and conferences.
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SDA JOURNAL
In 2017, most notable were initiatives aimed at supporting the SDA Journal. 
Quarterly issues in 2017 included Shifting Landscapes (spring); Making Our 
Mark: SDA at 40 (summer); Color (fall); and SDA’s Annual Exhibition in Print, 
Future Fabrication (winter). The Journal now has a new Art Director and updated 
redesign. The position of Managing Editor (previously Editorial Assistant) now has 
a role assisting with production details, leaving the Editor to focus on content. 
Summer’s Making Our Mark welcomed Guest Editor, Wendy Weiss, who created 
content celebrating SDA’s 40th Anniversary. In addition, SDA Journal Editor Marci 
Rae McDade stepped down from her position after completing the Fall Journal, 
Color, in order to devote more time to freelance and independent projects. SDA 
is grateful for her contributions and her grasp of knowledge about the current 
fiber art and textile scene.  A search committee launched a national search and 
selected Elizabeth Kozlowski, an independent curator and writer with a love for, 
and intimate knowledge of, textile arts. We are excited to welcome Kozlowski, 
whose first issue as Editor of the Surface Design Journal will premier Spring 2018.



SDA 2017: EXHIBITIONS 

SDA continued with its mission of fostering aware-
ness of textiles in the larger community with its bien-
nial conference and six exhibitions.

Independent curator Jane Sauer curated Crossing 
Generations (Image above), an invitational exhibition 
in celebration of SDA’s 40th Anniversary at the 
Hoffman Gallery, Oregon College of Art & Craft, July 
6 – August 6, 2017. Participating artists were James 
Bassler, Lia Cook, John Garrett, Michael James, Glenn 
Kaufman, Gerhardt Knodel, Jack Lenor Larsen, Barbara 
Lee Smith, Anna Carlson, Vic De La Rosa, Karen 
Hampton, Mark Newport, Julie Sirek, Aaron McIntosh, 
Nicole Benner, Rena Detrixhe, Molly Koehn, Aram Han 
Sifuentes, Lauren Sinner, Jodi Stevens, Andrea Vail, and 
Anel Zarate.

Future Tense, the juried student exhibition that will 
become an annual SDA event, was on display at the 
MK + AB Building, August 1-26, at Portland State 
University. Jurors were Teresa Paschke and Andrea 
Vail. Participants were Sasha Baskin, Anela Oh, Suzi 
Ballenger, Mary Ratcliff, Tina Rice, Sima Schloss, 
Riana Bovill, Riana Bovill, Erin Geagon, Nazanin Amiri, 
Amanda Linn, Hannah Ehrlich, Frances Parry, Alexis 
Boriboun, Erin Miller, Mariana Pinar, Carrie Miller, and 
Mitzi Alexander.

Any SDA member had the opportunity to exhibit 
12x12” pieces in any fiber media, in Small Works: 
SDA at 40, at the DPP Gallery, Oregon College of Art & 
Craft. This exhibit is now online on SDA’s website.

Small Works, SDA’s all member exhibition

The fourth conference exhibit was Jane Lackey: A Space to 
Enter, mixed media works. The exhibition was co-sponsored 
by the American Craft Council where Lackey is an ACC Fiber 
Fellow, an award of distinction “to honor those who have 
made an outstanding contribution to the crafts in America.”  
The exhibit was held at the Autzen Gallery on the campus of 
Portland State University, Portland, Oregon, July 6 - August 6, 
2017.  The exhibition included works from Enclosures, a series 
of drawings on translucent paper.

SDA’s Third Annual Member Exhibition, Shifting Landscapes, 
was held February 24 – May 15 at form & concept gallery in 
Santa Fe. Jurors were Erika Lynne Hanson and gallery director 
Frank Rose. Participating artists were Cathryn Amidei, Regina 
Benson, Eszter Bornemisza, Sarah Bozaan, Eva Camacho, Jodi 
Colella, Sarah Comfort, Katie Craney, Rena Detrixhe, Yewen 
Dong, Xia Gao, Helen Geglio, Karen Glick, Margaret Hester, 
Faith Kane, Patricia Kennedy-Zafred, Yun Kim, Lisa Klakulak, 
Lena Klett, Jenna Lynch, Melody Money, Garry Noland, Kayla 
Paul, Manda Remmen, Kristin Rohr, Barbara Shapiro, Dolores 
Slowinski, Carol Sogard, Brooks Stevens, Wendy Weiss, Sarah 
Westrup, and Yuge Zhou.

SDA also co-sponsored a juried exhibition, International 
Fiber Arts VIII, at the Sebastopol (CA) Arts Center, July 28 – 
September 3. Jurors were Jason Pollen, past SDA President and 
artist/teacher; Australian artist Wendy Lugg; and Hungarian 
artist Eszter Bornemisza.

Future Fabrication, SDA’s Exhibition In Print for the Winter 
2017 Journal, featured work by 27 artists. EIP was co-juried by 
Kathryn Hall of the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, 
with co-juror Richard Elliot, serving as Guest Editor. Elliot is 
a faculty member at California College of Art and Craft. The 
Journal was mailed in late December.

Groundwork was laid for the next juried member exhibition, 
The Art of Labor, at San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles,  
July 22-October 14, 2018, with Carole Frances Lung (“Frau 
Fiber”) and SJMQT curator Amy DiPlacido. The 2018 Future 
Tense Student Exhibition, will be shown at the University of 
Missouri, November 5-15.



SDA GRANTS & AWARDS
The Grants & Awards Committee selected the 
following individuals for grants and awards in 2017:

Ceative Promise Awards
Recognizing excellence by one undergraduate and one graduate 
student in the field of textile media: Alexis Bouriban, Undergrad-
uate Award, and Rachel Mayer graduate Award

Personal Development Grants
Supporting SDA members’ creative development, scholarship 
and research: Debra Jircik, Gerri Spilka, Kim Mirus
 
Socially Engaged Practices Grant
Promoting the use of art & design skills to advance positive social 
change that benefits underserved communities or demograph-
ics: Amy Schmierbach
 
Small Event Grants
Awarded to various state and regional SDA groups or others who 
stage events in the field of fiber and textiles.

Outstanding Student Awards
Rewarding innovative work in textile media by students nomi-
nated by their instructors: Alyssa RaeNatoci, Anna Van Gheem, 
Madeline Larson, Sydney Jones, Meredith West, Megan Onus-
kanych, Rachel Snack, Yaya Giovanni Houston, Jasmine Kornel, 
Abigail Schnure, Megan Turner, Caleb McMurry, Tim Glanvill, 
Caroline Borucki,, Katharine Forgan, Hailey Bryant, Sasha Baskin, 
Suzi Ballenger, Anthony Beal, Ella Anderson, Taylor Barnes, Jen-
nifer Silvey, Alexis Boriboun, Alice Cao, Hannah Ehrlich, Hea Kim, 
Mylene Raiche, Christine Brown, Anabel Nelson, Kellie Reid, 
Kate Garman, Shea Lohss, Kayleen Dejesus, Mitzi Alexander, Tina 
Rice, Kathryn McCarthy, Erica Hess, Amy Sio-Atoa, Austin Smith, 
Amelia Rennell, Tricia Boyle, Kaylin Francis, Lilith Chen, Florence 
Violet Pinsent, and Rebekah Richardson.

Left: Amy Lund demonstrates 
papermaking during SDA’s Form + 
Practice Day at Oregon College of 
Art and Craft. Right: Future Tense 
Annual Juried Student Exhibition. 

Northern California 
Area Rep Ruth 
Tabancay looks at 
the TC3 digital loom, 
Oregon College of Art 
and Craft.

SDA BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

Another big initiative was SDA’s successful biennial 
conference, Making Our Mark: SDA at 40, in Portland, 
Oregon, August 3-6, with more than 200 participants. 
The event was staged in two locations: Portland State 
University (PSU) and Oregon College of Art and Craft 
(OCAC) and represented a collaboration between these 
two educational institutions, the American Craft Council, 
the American Tapestry Alliance and SDA. 

Concept + Context events took place at Portland State 
University, with presentations by speakers by Josh Faught, 
Sheila Pepe, Shelley Socolofsky (sponsored by the Ameri-
can Tapestry Alliance), Aaron McIntosh, Aram Han Si-
fuentes, and the panel discussions Crossing Generations, 
moderated by Jane Sauer, and a Fashion & Technology 
Panel.  Members also participated in a PechaKucha-like 
presentation of their work. 

Form + Practice Day at Oregon College of Art and Craft, 
was devoted to concurrent demos and presentations in 
areas such as OCAC’s Fab Lab and digital jacquard weaving 
studios, Susan Stover, Wildcraft Studio School, Jorie John-
son, and Jeana Eve Klein. Additional presentations include 
Adrienne Sloane, Mary Babcock, Gretchen Morrissey, Ki-
ranada Sterling Benjamin, The Power of Eight Artist Group, 
Jo Hamilton, Ja Young Hwang and Amy Lund.  Friday ended 
with a reception for Crossing 
Generations at OCAC’s Hoff-
man Gallery. This event met 
budgetary goals. A survey of 
participants generated en-
thusiasm and suggestions for 
future events.



Promotional card for Crossing Generations, the SDA’s 40th Anniversary Invitational Exhibition curated by Jane Sauer, 
sponsored by Friends of Fiber Art and OCAC, Oregon College of Art and Craft. Additional sponsors include Portland State 
University, the American Crafts Council, American Tapestry Alliance.



SDA FINANCIAL REPORT, 2017

Income
Membership Dues		  $ 171,753
All Contributions			   $ 27,209
Programming :			   $118,760
Total Income			   $317,722

Expenses
Programming Services		  $ 392,974
Management 			   $ 21,305
Fundraising 			   $ 133
Total Expenses 			   $414,412
Net income: 			   ( 96,690)*

*With Board approval, budget shortfall amount covered by a 
combination of the remaining Capacity Building Campaign and 
reserve funds.
 
2017 was not an easy year for SDA. A reminder that with some 
infrastructure expenses budgeted for in 2016, not completed 
then and carried over to 2017, SDA again tapped its capac-
ity building funds to make these improvements. Programming 
income and expenses were higher due to a biennial conference. 
Budget plans for 2018 are to avoid a shortfall by focusing on 
membership development and further revenue initiatives like 
grants/foundation support for targeted projects.

FUNDRAISING & CONTRIBUTED INCOME
In an effort to diversify revenue streams, the Fundraising 
Committee created a robust fundraising campaign aimed 
at celebrating SDA’s 40th Anniversary. Launched at the 
SDA conference in August, the campaign was carried on in 
an Annual Appeal featuring 8 donor matches, November-
December 2017. Contributed income of $27,209 in 2017, 
a challenging year for nonprofits with competing political 
and humanitarian disaster events, outpaced 2016 total of 
$20,112 by $7097, as well as the number of donors.

OPERATIONS - Administration
The transition to NCMFO, an outside accounting firm 
located in Santa Fe, NM,  specializing in nonprofits, is now 
complete. NCMFO processes SDA’s monthly financials.

OTHER STRATEGIC GOALS: Website
SDA website features that were activated in 2017 were the 
Calendar, the Regional Groups page, and an online exhibi-
tion of members’ work in Small Works, as well as extensive 
conference information. Member Image Management 
continues to receive attention. 

STRATEGIC PLAN- 2018
At its in-person Board Retreat during the 2017 Making 
Our Mark Conference, The SDA Board was able to lay the 
groundwork for its next strategic plan, which resulted in 
board approval in its December 2017 meeting.

Given a solid track record of positive infrastructure im-
provements, SDA will turn its focus to membership stew-
ardship and cultivation, as well as grant and foundational 
support for Journal content and other programs. 

SDA Board Leadership
The Board added the following new Directors: Jorie Emory, 
with a background in grants and nonprofit management; 
Leslie Pearson, an independent artist and business person 
interested in SDA Exhibitions; and Sarah Bush, Treasurer, 
accountant and nonprofit financial specialist. In addition, 
SDA established an Exhibitions Committee in November 
that will assist with exhibitions in 2018.

Celebrating 40 years: A vintage photo from the SDA Conference, Fall1992




